
Technology Enhanced Learning Newsletter for Staff (10) June 2015 

 

 

 
Page 1 

 
  

Contents 
 

CADARN Project – Upcoming Training sessions ........................................................................................... 1 

Changes to Copyright .......................................................................................................................................... 2 

Changes to Disabled Students’ Allowance ...................................................................................................... 3 

Changes to NSS Questions ............................................................................................................................... 5 

Moodle Upgrade 8th June ................................................................................................................................... 6 

OER 15 .................................................................................................................................................................. 7 

 

 

CADARN Project – Upcoming Training sessions  
 

As you will be aware, Glyndŵr is involved in 

the CADARN Learning Portal project, the aim 

of which is to create an online portal for 

potential students which showcases the kind 

of learning resources that would be available 

to them if they were to study on our courses. 

 

With this in mind, staff are encouraged to get involved in producing educational video 

resources that can be used in your teaching, but also shared on the CADARN Learning 

Portal. Remember that we can provide equipment and support for you to do this. If you are 

interested in producing a video and haven’t yet contacted us about this, please get in touch 

(cadarn@glyndwr.ac.uk). 

In June there will also be two ‘parachute’ sessions held at Glyndŵr and delivered by the 

CADARN media production team:  

Performing in front of the camera: 

Wednesday 10th June, 10am-2pm. This session will cover: 

 How to write pieces to camera 

 How to use your location 

http://www.cadarn.ac.uk/
mailto:cadarn@glyndwr.ac.uk
http://cadarn.ac.uk/about/team
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 Your appearance 

 How to perform in an interview 

 How to perform a piece to camera 

Using the Greenscreen: 

Wednesday 24h June, 10am-2pm. This session will cover: 

 Setting up the kit 

 How to process greenscreen footage in post production 

Places are limited, so if you are interested in attending either or both of the above, please 

contact Alicia Owen to book a place. 

 

Changes to Copyright 
 

The Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) licence currently allows us to copy/scan one book 

chapter or one journal article (or 5%; whichever is the greater) to share on a module space 

on the Virtual Learning Environment, Moodle.  

From August, it will be possible to copy 2 book chapters or journal articles (or 10%; 

whichever is the greatest).  There will be an additional flat fee to pay to the publisher. 

Overseas/distance students are covered too. 

From September, there will also be a digital content store available; a searchable 

repository of scanned materials (full launch June 2016). This would mean that we may not 

need to scan all materials in future; we will be able to access existing scans and link to them 

from courses on the VLE.  

If you have any questions about the upcoming changes, please contact Nicola Watkinson. 

If you would like to request a scanned copy of a book chapter or journal article, please 

remember that we now have a book scanner available to do this. Please fill out the 

Digitisation request form (available on Moodle) and email it to ill@glyndwr.ac.uk.  

mailto:a.owen@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:n.watkinson@glyndwr.ac.uk
https://moodle.glyndwr.ac.uk/mod/resource/view.php?id=44106
mailto:ill@glyndwr.ac.uk
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Changes to Disabled Students’ Allowance 

There are a number of changes being made to the Disabled Students’ Allowance (DSA) for 

Academic Year 2015/2016 

HESA statistics confirm that 24.9% of Glyndwr students were in receipt of DSA for 

academic year 2013/14, (first in Wales and second in the UK). 

DSA Support 

For Welsh domiciled students, DSAs are part of the support package provided by the Welsh 

Government via Student Finance Wales.  English domiciled students DSAs are provided by 

Student Finance England and there is the same arrangement for Scottish and Northern 

Ireland domiciled students. 

Student Finance England 

Key changes to DSA for SFE funded students’ Academic Year 15/16: 

 Computers are now considered to be a mainstream participation cost for all students. 

Therefore DSAs will not be available for the first £200 cost towards a computer.  New 

15/16 students who are recommended and agreed a computer via DSA will be 

required to pay £200 towards the cost of this.  

 All students will need to access course specific software and therefore it falls outside 

the scope of DSA funding. Institutions will need to consider how all of their students 

will be able to access course specific software. 

 DSAs will no longer fund higher specification computers e.g. Apple Macs if they are 

required solely because of the way that a HEI delivers a course.  

 Institutions are being asked to consider how they meet the needs of disabled 

students to access wider reading or when essential access to non-core books is 

identified, for example through the provision of e-books if they are fully accessible to 

the student, alternative format publications, long library loans etc.  

Key changes to DSA for Academic Year 2016/17 

The Government has announced that “From 2016/17, for English-domiciled students 

including those studying in Wales, in most cases there will no longer be DSA funding for 

standard non-medical support (Band one and Two) such as note taking, transcription, or 
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library or workshop support, with UK universities expected to deliver their courses in 

accessible ways, so that only those English-domiciled students with the most specialised 

support needs will be able to claim DSA funding” 

Student Finance Wales 

The main change for students applying for DSA in Academic Year 2015/16 is that they will 

be required to provide evidence that they meet the Equality Act 2010 definition of a 

‘disability’ to be eligible for DSAs.  The Equality Act states that ‘A person has a disability for 

the purposes of the Act if he or she has a physical or mental impairment and the impairment 

has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-

to-day activities’. 

The Welsh Government is currently consulting with stakeholders on the proposed changes 

to DSA Funding in Wales from 2016/17, inviting comments on the impact of the changes and 

the current position in the higher education sector in Wales. 

For all staff, this is going to mean rethinking how we deliver our content to students. Making 

use of the Technology Enhanced Learning tools we have available could ensure 

equality of access to materials for all students. For example: 

 Consider how students access your course and course materials (remember 

that materials provided in electronic format can often be more easily adapted by 

students using assistive technologies) 

 Making your lecture notes or other course materials available online (in 

electronic format, via Moodle) means that students with visual impairments can make 

changes to the display in order to access them more easily. They can then also make 

use of assistive technologies, for example Text-to-Speech software. 

 Recording your lectures using Panopto, as standard, will remove some difficulties 

for students who require note-takers in the classroom. 

If you have any questions about the upcoming changes to the DSA and how these might 

affect your students, please contact Sarah Roberts, Assessment Centre Manager or Jane 

Edwards, Disability Adviser. 

If you would like some help or advice on using Technology Enhanced Learning to make your 

courses more accessible, please contact Clive Buckley, E-Learning Developer. For help with 

Moodle, Panopto or related TEL tools, please contact Alicia Owen or Ann Carter.  

mailto:s.roberts@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:j.edwards@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:j.edwards@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:c.buckley@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:a.owen@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:a.carter@glyndwr.ac.uk
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Changes to NSS Questions 
 

There are a number of proposed changes to questions on the NSS relating to Learning 

Resources, which could impact on student expectations of the use of Technology Enhanced 

Learning on their courses. The recent Review of the National Student Survey proposes the 

following changes: 

16.  

Existing question: The library resources and services are good enough for my needs 

Recommended revised question: The library, including its digital services, are good 

enough for my needs.  

17.  

Existing question: I have been able to access general IT resources when I needed to 

Recommended revised question: I have been able to access course information and 

virtual learning facilities (e.g. VLE) when I needed to 

18. 

Existing question: I have been able to access specialised equipment, facilities or rooms 

when I needed to 

Recommended revised question: I have been able to access specialised equipment, 

software and facilities when I needed to 

In this section, there will also be a new question: 

 ‘I have been encouraged to use technology to enhance my learning’. 

These proposed changes were prompted by a JISC study (Beetham and White, 2013) into 

HE student expectations which published in a number of recommendations including:  

 Demonstrate to students the value and uses of the VLE to support their learning 

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/media/hefce/content/pubs/indirreports/2014/Review,of,the,NSS/2014_nssreview.pdf
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 Ensure staff are making consistent use of the VLE (baseline) and that innovative use 

is recognised and rewarded 

 Ensure staff model effective uses of technology at course level 

 Design learning and assessment activities through which learners' digital practices 

can be demonstrated, recognised and progressed 

 Design learning and assessment activities which require students to communicate 

ideas, express views, produce artefacts, analyse data and solve problems 

 using digital technologies Design learning and assessment tasks in which learners 

practice choosing appropriate technologies for themselves 

[Beethem, H. and White D. (2013) Students' expectations and experiences of the digital 

environment http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/students-expectations-and-experiences-

of-the-digital-environment-phase-1-study/ ]  

It is important to note the emphasis given to VLE use, the access to digital resources 

and the use of technology for learning and assessment. 

The proposed changes are likely to come into force for the 2017 NSS and will therefore 

involve students entering year 2 of their studies in 2015-16. Such is the significance and 

scale of these changes that we need to consider how we might enhance and extend 

current TEL practice. It is also important that we start addressing any shortcomings as 

soon as possible; to wait until academic year 2016-17 to make changes would be unwise.  

If you would like to help or advice on how you might enhance your Moodle provision please 

contact Alicia Owen or Ann Carter. Or, for help or advice on improving your use of 

Technology Enhanced Learning in general, please contact Clive Buckley. 

 

Moodle Upgrade 8th June 

Moodle will be upgraded on Monday 8th June, 2015, when the 

site will be in read-only mode, meaning users will still have 

access to the site but cannot update anything. You will 

therefore not be able to upload resources, post to forums or 

upload assignments. You will, however, be able to view 

resources, read forum posts and view assignments. 

http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/students-expectations-and-experiences-of-the-digital-environment-phase-1-study/
http://digitalstudent.jiscinvolve.org/wp/students-expectations-and-experiences-of-the-digital-environment-phase-1-study/
mailto:a.owen@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:a.carter@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:c.buckley@glyndwr.ac.uk
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We will be moving from version 2.6 to 2.8. Some of the new features will include:

 Improved interface – it will be more responsive, with dynamic scalability and a new 

drop-down user menu on the top right 

 New logging system, which allows capture of richer information from Moodle about 

actions, and possibility of filtering by teaching or participating. 

 Assignments - you will be able to add files (e.g. answer templates, cover sheets) for 

students, and the marking workflow has been improved (notifications to students 

won’t be emailed out until the assignment has been ‘released’). 

 Gradebook – improved interface and a new grade history option to track who has 

made changes to grades and when. 

 A new feature – Events Monitoring – which allows you to receive notifications when 

certain events happen in Moodle (e.g. student has viewed assignment feedback etc.) 

 Forums – improved navigation, ability to subscribe to just one post, and to reply from 

your email account, and to set up a ‘like’ option to rate posts. 

You do not need to do anything ahead of the upgrade and your course content will remain 

as it is on 7th June, Just remember that you won’t be able to edit your courses on 8th June.  

If you have any questions or need support, please contact Alicia Owen or Ann Carter.  

 

OER 15 
Alicia Owen, Learning Technologist, attended the 

OER15 Conference: ‘Mainstreaming Open 

Education’, on 14th and 15th April in Cardiff. She 

presented a paper on Glyndŵr’s experience of 

the CADARN Learning Portal project, as part of a 

session called ‘Promoting Culture Change, 

Creative Media Production and Open Practice in 

Wales’, together with Tom Bartlett, CADARN 

Project Manager, and Lizi Hesling, CADARN 

Educational Media Producer. The group’s papers 

were well received and generated an interesting 

discussion. 

 
 

Photo by Rus Basford, CADARN Audio-
Visual Technician (rus@cadarn.ac.uk

mailto:a.owen@glyndwr.ac.uk
mailto:a.carter@glyndwr.ac.uk
https://oer15.oerconf.org/
https://oer15.oerconf.org/
http://www.slideshare.net/Alicia_Owen/glyndwrs-experience-of-the-cadarn-project-oer15
http://www.slideshare.net/Alicia_Owen/glyndwrs-experience-of-the-cadarn-project-oer15
mailto:rus@cadarn.ac.uk
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Alicia was able to attend the keynote sessions and workshops delivered by practitioners who 

are keen to promote the use and creation of Open Educational Resources (OER). For a 

flavour of the conference, you can watch a video, created by the CADARN team at the 

conference: ‘The Voice of OER15’: 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tpl5Lh9JfEg&list=PLxoWy14N6f8uaMDdbb6DrGPCe-LMq9I_c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgKuRtDRbyE

