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Uses of Panopto

• Could record live lectures

• Could pre-record material

• Could show staff or students how to do 
something (e.g. how to use an application or a 
piece of software)



Advantages – for students

• For all students, provides variety in method of delivery (visual and audio, 
not just text)

• They can pause, replay and jump to specific sections of the recording
• Because everything is on the screen ‘there's no need to constantly jump 

from notes to screen’ (Stannard, 2007)

• Students can review content to improve quality of notes, make up for 
missed lectures and revise for exams (Gorissen et al, 2012; Hall, 2014)

• University of Essex - most students use recorded lectures for revision –
50% of usage was in 6 weeks of summer exams (Steeples, 2013)

• Useful for students with difficulties, e.g. those with dyslexia, or students 
whose first language is not English (Hall, 2014)



Advantages – for staff

• Better use of contact time with students?

• Opportunities for professional development –
can review own performance (Davis et al, 2009)

• Class time can be devoted to more innovative 
activities (Lonn & Teasley, 2009:92)  ‘Flipping 
the classroom’ (Hall, 2014)

• Provide material for distance learners e.g. in lieu 
of lab sessions



Advantages – for the institution

• Students with special educational needs are entitled to 
‘anticipatory’ and ‘reasonable’ adjustments – Equality Act 
and Disability Discrimination Act/ Special Educational Needs & 
Disabilities Act (Steeples, 2013)

• Proposed changes to Disabled Students Allowance (from 
2015/16 and 2016/17) will place increased responsibility on 
the institution to provide support for students in receipt of 
DSA – one reasonable adjustment would be to record lectures 
and put them online (Roberts, 2014) 

• Enhance the learning experience for all students



Things to consider

 Consent of ‘performers’ (staff and students) if recording  a live lecture (see 
JISC Legal Information, 2010) 

 Copyright (see JISC Legal Information, 2010) – best to demonstrate good 
practice by citing sources (Aberystwyth University E-learning Support), and 
where possible making use of copyright-free images etc.

 Will students still attend live lectures? - does not seem to impact on 
attendance; other factors more important (Davis et al, 2009) – students do 
turn up! (Hall, 2014)

 Length of videos – better to provide bite-size videos for reference? E.g. to 
avoid FAQs (Hall, 2014)

 Number of licences – we don’t yet have a site licence; meantime, contact 
Alicia or Ann if there are any difficulties



Top tips

• Speak to Alicia or Ann first to check you have a ‘creator’ role in Panopto
• Check the room, the software and your equipment before the lecture
• Think about what you will wear if recording your image
• Remember to tell your audience the lecture is being recorded and ensure 

consent
• Consider how you will use any PowerPoint slides – animated slides do not 

work
• If you are recording audience questions, repeat the question before giving 

an answer
• Remember to press Record!
• You can link recordings to your Moodle course using the Panopto Focus 

block if you wish
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